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Brooklawn Middle School’s Newspaper 

F A L L   2 0 1 7 

Student Council 

Here is our new Student 
Council Executive Board! 

President: 
Kunal Chauhan 

Vice President: 
William Geiger 

Secretary: 
Courtney Rizzo 

Treasurer: 
Moses Yang 
 

Board of Directors: 

Decorating – Vanshika 
Pahilwani 

Publicity – Isabella Blanco 

Community Services – 
Vaibhav Iyengar 

Graduation – Melissa Lalo 

Leadership – Kareena 
Kubchandani 

Liaison – Schenia Alvarez 

 

Hello Brooklawn, and welcome back! It’s a 
new school year, and with every new year 
comes… more homework. I know, life isn’t 
perfect, but hopefully reading these stories 
will make your day (or week) a little bit 
better. Our editors and writers have worked 
hard to put together an amazing issue of 
the school newspaper. This fall, we have a 
collection of stories, DIYs, recipes, game 
reviews, comics, and more! We hope you 
enjoy! 

~ The Editors 

SAVE THE DATE! 

S.A. Pie Sale 
Nov. 1 - 13 
Don’t forget to 
order your 
Thanksgiving 
pie(s) this year! 

Thanksgiving 
Break!  
Nov. 23 – 24 
Enjoy your days 
off school and 

have a  Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

B.I.G Night! 
Nov. 16 – 17 
Registration 
forms are out, 
make sure to get 
yours in ASAP! 
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http://www.businessinsider.com/the-fascinating-rise-of-reeses-peanut-butter-cups-2013-6 
https://hugsandcookiesxoxo.com/2012/11/peanut-butter-cheesecake-over-peanut.html 
http://www.delish.com/food/a49269/things-to-know-about-reeses-peanut-butter-cups/ 
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 Vikings Football  

Football is one of the best sports in America.  You know when you get mad 
at your siblings and you want to hit them, well you can go to football and take it 
all out on other players. Playing football is one of the only times you can hit 
someone without getting in trouble.                     

                                                                                                                                  
 First you need to get an assigned position. 
The positions on offense are linemen, running 
back, quarterback, and wide receiver. Linemen 
have to block for the quarterback and running 
back so the quarterback can have time to throw 
the ball.  They also make holes that the running 
backs can run through. Now on to running backs. 
Running backs get the ball from the quarterback 
and need to hit the whole the linemen make for 
the man then run as far as they can to score 
touchdowns. The quarterback has to hand the ball 
off to the running backs and throw to the wide 
receivers. The wide receivers have to block and 
catch the ball so they can score touchdowns.  
 

In practice our team has a day called Tackle Tuesday where we get to do 
these fun drills and tackle each other. Before we get into that let's talk about 
offense. On offensive practice we learn new plays and go over old plays so we 
can memorize them.  Also on offensive days we do individual drills with our 
positions. Now for defense - as I said before - we have days where it's all about 
tackling. Tackling is all about getting low.  So, we get to practice defensive skills 
on Tackle Tuesday.  

 
The main rules of the game that you need to know holding and blocking 

in the back are both illegal.  Also, there is a weight limit that goes up every week 
by 1 pound. If you are over the weight limit by a couple of pounds, you can still 
play, but you have to play tackle to tackle. 

  

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/scorestream-team-profile-pictures/teamPicThumb1161118-2880-1f9y90k.png 

http://www.littlevikings.com/ 
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Nature’s War 
By Naveena Godfrey 

 
 Nature is a peculiar thing. It puts on a show, an act, for you. 
Its gentle rain that softly hits your skin and washes away your pain. 
The crunchy leaves that swirl around you in a warm rainbow of red, 
orange, and yellow. The mysterious caverns dripping with glittering 
gems and shards of ice. The deep blue oceans filled with the unknown, 
plants and animals swimming and squirming around. Even where you live; 
your sprawling, hot farms, your tiny indoor gardens, your normal-sized 
backyards chock-full of clovers. All of these things that nature 
supplies you with, all of these things you’re so grateful for. All of 
these things that make you happy, that you love, that you live for. 
 It’s all a trick. A lie presented to you by nature itself. It 
wraps you in a blanket of calm so it can wrench it away from your 
confused hands. It’s the calm before the storm, but the calm goes on 
so long you forget about the storm. Nature picks you up and hugs you 
before throwing you to the ground and stepping on you. They look 
friendly enough. But then they get to know you from the inside out. 
Once they know all your secrets, once they know all your weaknesses... 

They strike. Nature rises up against us like a wave. It has eyes 
made of dripping lava and armor made of diamonds. It waves spears of 
everlasting ice. It laughs at you, its golden fangs glinting in the 
sun hanging over its head. But it doesn’t need any of these to scare 
you, to ruin you, to break you. All it needs to do is wave its hands. 

You scream. Perhaps a massive tsunami wipes away your pretty 
little house by the ocean. Your sweet little dog, too. Perhaps a 
massive blizzard buried your family in a freezing pile of snow. You 
can see your daughter’s hand sticking out of the soggy pile, her 
fingers loosely wrapped around the handle of her toy teacup. Or maybe 
the sun beats down on you and your little boy, the only thing left in 
the world that you love. You ignore the burning hot desert sand on 
your skin and crawl towards him. You already know he’s long gone, but 
you cling to a thread of hope that’s already ripped into shreds. 

Oh, nature. What a horrible beast it is. It cackles loudly, and 
earthquakes shake the whole world. Oceans wash away everything you 
hold dear. Blizzards bury everything you love. On, and on, and on, 
disaster strikes. And nature laughs. It looks down at the world it 
destroyed, waiting for its inhabitants to break down and cry. And some 
do, for a little bit. 
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But they all get back up. Each and every one of us gets up 

eventually. And nature stops laughing. It stares, awestruck, as we all 
dust ourselves off and get back up. Its eyes widen as we walk around, 
helping those in need and those who will never need help again. You 
are so caught up in the troubles of others that you forget your own. 
For a little while. But then their problems hit them right in the face 
when they least expect it. Nature smiles again, waiting for them to 
shatter.  

But they don’t. They send their fondest wishes to their dog, they 
bury their family with all the strength they can muster, they hug 
their little boy for the last time. They move on. They don’t forget, 
how could they? But they move on. They say their goodbyes. And nature 
is so dumbfounded, it has to take a step back and rethink its plan. 
Nature is war at us. But we are human. Humanity will prevail. And we 
will win the war. 
  

Created By: Aron Dutia 
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Created by Saanvi Vavilala 
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Modern science  
BY: Kavin Sawant and Christian Ofrecia  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, North America, South America, and Antarctica. 
Sound familiar? Well, those are the seven continents of our Earth. But recently, divers 
have discovered a secret that’s stayed hidden for millions of years. Finally, the lost 
continent of Zealandia has risen up out of the water. 
 
 

Zealandia’s history 
Zealandia, like every other existent continent in the world, was not always 

independent. It was part of the supercontinent known as Gondwanaland. Then, when 
Gondwanaland broke apart, Zealandia was part of Australia. After that, Zealandia 
broke apart from Australia. Only 6% of Zealandia could be seen from above water. 
That part of the continent is known as New Zealand and New Caledonia. 
 Fossils have also been found on Zealandia. This proves that there has been life 
there. Some people believe that the life, however, is not indigenous to the continent 
and that it used Zealandia to travel to other continents. 
 
Is  

  



8 
 

 

 

Is Zealandia a continent?  

Most people think that Zealandia would immediately get its spot in the 
textbooks. But it’s not as easy as that. 
 To be a continent, Zealandia has to be higher than the ocean floor around it, 
has to have a different geology than the ocean floor and has to have a crust thicker 
than the ocean floor. Surprisingly, Zealandia meets all of those requirements. So, it 
must be a continent, right? 

 
Not necessarily. After all, something similar happened just about eleven years 

ago, when the number of planets in the solar system decreased from nine to eight. 
It was a monumental change that took quite some time to adapt to. This change is 
even more monumental, so revolutionary that the change may not even happen. 
Zealandia was discovered recently, and practically nothing has changed. If you ask 
someone how many continents there are in the world, they’ll simply say, “seven.” 
There is a large number of experts that already agree that Zealandia won’t become 
a real continent. Even so, it was still a game-changing discovery. 
 

Conclusion  

As we know now, Zealandia used to be part of a supercontinent known as 
Gondwanaland. Then it split from Gondwanaland, to being part of Australia, to 
becoming its own continent. Zealandia may never become a continent, even though 
it qualifies to be one.  After all, it doesn’t take an eighth continent to change the 
world. 

Sources: 
*Image Credits: https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/zealandia-continent 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-39000936 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/zealandia/ 
http://www.cnn.com/travel/article/zealandia-new-continent-discovered/index.html 
http://www.dailygalaxy.com/my_weblog/2017/10/discovery-of-zealandia-lost-continent-submerged-80-million-years-ago-with-rise-of-the-pacific-ring-o.html 
http://earthsky.org/earth/lost-continent-zealandia-drilling-expedition-2017 
http://www.geosociety.org/gsatoday/archive/27/3/article/GSATG321A.1.htm 
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What to do when lockers replace cubbies 

The Ultimate Survival Guide to Middle School 
By Meghan Liang 

 
 Middle school is hard.  It’s true.  It requires responsibility, skill and determination.  
But, that doesn’t mean you can’t make it better for yourself.  Here are some ways to make 
middle school simpler.  Most of this advice is for 6th graders, but I believe anyone can 
benefit from these.  Some you may know, but other may surprise you.  Anyway, let’s get 
started! 
 

A.M and P.M backpacks 
 My second most important suggestion is first.  Use a tote bag or string bag for your B.L (before 
lunch) and A.L (after lunch) classes.  These are the two great time periods of school, and it helps to 
separate them.  This will keep you organized and much less confused.  It makes going between 
classes much easier and faster.  It’s also really simple.  Just put all of your items for your B.L classes in 
one, and then do the same with the A.L bag.  This will help you so much in the year. 

Use A Homework Folder 
 One of the more less known things on this list, the homework folder is one of my 
favorites.  It is so simple that it’s genius. All that it is a folder that you put your homework 
in!  That’s it!  So cool!  It will make it so you don’t have to write in your agenda if you don’t 
want to, and it prevents you from ever forgetting your homework.  All you have to 
remember is that you have to bring your folder.  If you want, you can have multiple like I 
did.  It helps me remember my homework every day, and it will work for you too.  If you 
want, put permission slips and things that you have to study in them too.  That way you 
won't forget those either.  Trust me, it WILL save you multiple times. 
 

Limit your locker use 
This one is a little obvious.  Try not to go to your locker between every single 

period.  It is a major time sink, and it’s easily prevented.  You’ll waste tons of time getting 
to your classes, and if you don’t know the school well, then you will almost always be 
late.  Which is bad, just in case you didn’t know.  To prevent this, all you do is carry a bag 
with you.  Maybe a P.M or A.M bag.  That’s an option.  Going to your locker every period is 
inefficient and annoying to do, so just don’t do it! 
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Know your surroundings  

 Brooklawn is a pretty big school.  It has lots of hallways and bridges that are hard to 
memorize.  Even though memorizing the school is difficult at first, try to make it 
easier.  Try to pay more attention to your surroundings and place landmarks.  Some good 
ones are the library, the nurse’s office, the main office, the gym and the Cafetorium.  Just in 
case you can’t do it, I edited the map a bit to make it easier to read.  Yay! 

 

Teachers are people too! 
My most important tip is that teachers are human. They aren’t robots that sleep at 

the school.  Why am I telling you this obvious fact? To tell you they have feelings. If you 
respect those feelings, then maybe you are more comfortable in their class, leading to 
better grades. It makes the cold, unforgiving classroom a warm and lively place to be. I’ve 
been doing this since I was 7, and it helps.  I feel like they’re people, and I don’t want to 
disappoint them with a bad grade, or disrupt them while they’re teaching.  It helps you get 
comfortable in the school, also.  Maybe you say, “Hi” in the hallways, or hold the door open 
for them.  Whatever it is, just be kind to them.  It makes both of your lives way 
easier.  They get an awesome student, and you get a nice person to teach you!  I like being 
acquainted with my teachers, and you should too!  Maybe try to have a conversation with 
your art teacher.  You never know what will happen. 
That’s the end of our journey.  These will help you so much in middle school.  Remember 
to apply these and you WILL be successful (results may vary).  I wish everyone the best of 
luck, and I hope these help you.  I know for a fact they help me.  Most important thing 
though, be kind.  It helps. (This message was brought to you from my conscience.)  I wrote 
this article in hopes of making your lives easier and to help you adjust so you won’t be sad, 
and overwhelmed.  Heck, I once cried my eyes out when I had 5 pages of homework and a 
test soon (*cough* math *cough*)!  I understand your pain, and I hope to help.  Good luck 
everyone, and may the algebraic expressions be easy and in your favor!  
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5 Last-Minute DIY Halloween Costumes! 

By Hope Rosen 
  Do you ever forget that it’s almost Halloween?  Do you ever forget to put together a costume?  Well, here’s 5 
last-minute DIY Halloween costumes!  
 
1. Do you ever wonder what it would be like to be an emoji?  Well, here’s your chance!  If you’re 
a girl wear a purple long sleeve shirt, and if you're a boy, wear a light blue long sleeve shirt.  You 
can also be the salsa dancer emoji by wearing a red dress if you’re a girl, or a black suit if you’re 
a boy, and dancing the night away. 

2. Have you ever seen Charlie Brown comics?  Bring Charles M. Schulz to life-by wearing 
these Lucy or Charlie Brown costumes.  For Lucy, wear a blue T-shirt dress and for Charlie 
Brown, take a yellow shirt and make the zigzag design. 

3.  Do you ever dream of becoming a famous rapper when you grow up?  Just wear a 
black T-shirt and pants, a beaded gold or silver necklace, and a baseball cap but wear it 
backwards! 

4. He shoots, he scores! Become your favorite athlete by wearing your favorite sports 
team jersey! 

5. Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be famous?  In order to be a 
celebrity this Halloween, just wear your fanciest clothes! 

 

 
          
 

     
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sources: 
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/halloween-ideas/g2750/easy-last-minute-halloween-costumes-diy/ 
Picture #1 http://www.iemoji.com/view/emoji/81/smileys-people/woman-tipping-hand 
Picture #2 https://www.pinterest.com/pin/627830004273367035/ 
Picture #3 https://www.emojibase.com/resources/img/emojis/apple/x1f483.png.pagespeed.ic.nIt8ry54RI.png 
Picture #4 https://www.pinterest.com/pin/6896205649577253/ 
Picture #5 http://www.complex.com/music/2017/03/the-best-rapper-alive-every-year-since-1979 
Picture #6 http://inmotionptny.com/about/athletes/ 
Picture #7 http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/and-beautiful-celebrities-61771414 
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Book Club 
By: Isabella Ferdinandi 

 
The book club is a new club at Brooklawn that is run by Mrs. Franz, Mrs. Hernandez, 
Mrs. Rego, and Mrs. Maier.  It is a great way for students to express their passion for 
books and literature.  To get to know a little more about the new club, I decided to 
interview some of the teachers involved: Mrs. Rego, and Mrs. Maier. 

  

Can students still join? 

Yes, students can join whenever they wish. As they always say, “The more the merrier!” 

Is there a limit to how many students can join? 

No, for right now there is no limit to the number of students who join, but they may need 

to change rooms in the future. 

How often are your meetings? 

They meet every Friday after school. 

What do you do in a meeting? 

Weeks when they finish a book, they will pick a new book as a group.  During weeks 

when they are still continuing a book they will discuss what they read and assign a new 

point to read to, for example pages 50-67. 

How do you select books to read?  Is there a certain genre you like? 

The teachers provide some books but students also come up with books to read.  The 

teachers try to switch up the genre. 

What caused you to start this club? 

Some teachers though it would be a good idea to have a book club last year and after 

Reading and Writing was cut they thought it would be a good idea to help students 

read more. 

Do all grade levels read the same book?  

Yes, all of the grades read the same book. 

Do students purchase the books?  

They are still trying to figure out how it is going to work. They don’t want to  

make students purchase the books so they are thinking of starting a fundraiser. 

Can students read the books online (a kindle or tablet)? 

Yes, students can read online, as long as it is legal. 
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Image Source: https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/vector-circuit-board-twig-leaves-symbol-growth-innovation-electronic-business-74197523.jpg 

 

  It was a warm autumn morning. Stella Cappra stood on the porch of 

her home. Leaves blew through the streets and blew her black hair into her sea 

green eyes. Her twin brother Felix has the same hair, but with blue eyes. The 

twins were the best detectives in town. As she stood outside, a peculiar leaf 

caught her eye. It twirled in the wind and came to a stop at her feet.  

  She stared transfixed at the leaf until Felix came outside and said “Sis, 

um, you ok? I saw you from the window.”   

Stella snapped out of her trance and said, “Hmmm....oh! I’m fine.” 

Suddenly, the leaf began to speak!  Or so it seemed. Stella scratched at the 

coating and found the leaf was actually electronic. 

“Stella and Felix, it’s the mayor. I need help! I have been captured and 

dragged off. I’m at the...” The connection abruptly cut out. 

“The mayor has been captured! We have to find him!” Stella cried. 

“Yeah, that will be so easy.” said Felix sarcastically.  Stella rolled 
her eyes and studied the leaf more closely.  

She gasped “A hatch! Maybe we can open it and find out how the leaf found 

us!” 

“Yeah, if we knew anything about technology, 

sure” said Felix. 

“What if we...um...oh! What if we try the 

tech guy down the street! Bob’s, uh...?” 

“Bob’s Electronics?” 

“Yeah! That place. What if we try there?”  

“I suppose we could check the hours.” 

“Alright, so what do we tell him?” 

“We will tell him...” 

“What are you two doing out here?” The twins’ mom said. The twins were so 

immersed in the conversation that they didn’t notice that mom had come out 

behind them.  

“Oh, ya know, just school.” Stella lied. Felix nodded 

enthusiastically.  They returned inside and ran up to their detective's office 

(aka the attic) and closed the door. Then they sat at the big table in the 

middle of the room. Both of them had their own tables, but they used the big 

table when they worked together. In addition to the tables, there were boxes 

in every corner and bookshelves with books, microscopes and magnifying  
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glasses, and more. Stella placed the leaf on the table while Felix browsed the 

books. 
 

“Yeah, I got it!” Stella whooped. 

“Eureka! I got Grandma White’s old technology book! Remember how she was 

way before her time?” Felix said and put a thick book on the table and blew a 

layer of dust from it. Stella removed pieces while Felix looked them up in the 

book. They found out the leaf contained an advanced GPS, a small fan for 

motion and many other high-tech parts. 

“Hey, let’s use the GPS to track him! You know, like reverse GPS tracking 

stuff. Like in that movie!” Felix exclaimed.  

“Ugh, focus! Do you know how to do that?” Stella asked. 

“Yeah, it’s on page 309 in this book.” Felix said with a look that 

clearly said, Duh.  
“Oh...I mean, I knew that!” Stella stammered. Felix just sighed. They 

poured over the book until mom called them down for dinner. 

The next morning the twins ran back up into the attic to work. They 

created a machine that would pinpoint the mayor. The signal led the twins to 

an old warehouse. 

“Why do villains always pick warehouses or other creepy places as 

hideouts? Why can’t they pick, oh, I don’t know? A stuffed animal factory?” 

complained Felix. 

“Shh!” scolded Stella as she sneaked over to a window. She had to stifle 

a gasp at what she saw. The mayor, beat and cut up, was forced into a kneeling 

position in front of a handsome man.  

“Now tell me,” he said “How do I win your wife over?” 

“I’ll never tell you!” the mayor choked out. The man lifted his fist and 

was about to strike the mayor when the twins burst in! 

“Okay Stella, now what?” panted Felix. They had no more time to talk 

because the man ran at them! Quickly, Stella reached into her bag and yanked 

out a leaf shaped contraption. “Not the time!” yelled Felix, just as the leaf 

hummed to life. It was a taser! She shot the man, and he fell to the ground. 

Stella found his ID and found out he was actually the mayor’s brother! He 

wanted to win over the mayor’s wife so she would hand the mayor’s job to him.  

“You didn’t think I let you have all the cool toys, did you?” Stella 

asked with a smile.  

Soon the police took the man away and the mayor was tearfully reunited 

with his family. The Cappra twins solved a mystery once again! 
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Minecraft 
The Stone Age  

By: Sahil Shah  

Minecraft is a very complicated video game if you have not played it 
before, it can be very overwhelming. Here's a guide on the various tips and 
tricks that will get you through the game and a few bonus commands/cheats 
to make the game easier or harder. 
 
Wood is one of the essentials in Minecraft, because you can’t survive 
without it. 
 

Tip 1: Break the bottom two blocks of a 1x1 tree and look up to break 
the rest. 

Tip 2: Avoid the larger 1x1 trees. 
Tip 3: Make a staircase up the 2x2 trees and break the blocks going 

down. (See picture below) 
Tip 4: Make many sticks before you start making tools. 
Tip 5: Only make the pickaxe, then get stone and make the rest out of 

stone. 
This should take only the first game day (10 mins). 
 Tip 6: If you can't make a bed, dig a 3-block hole and place dirt 
above your head. Then, wait out the night. 

-/time set day/night         -skips the night/day 
-/toggle downfall      -starts and stops rain 
-/effect @p [effect] [time] [level]  -puts a potion effect on you 
-/give @p [item name] [quantity]  -gives items 
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Shape Shifter 

By Alli Squillace 
 

Tessa was like every other girl in most ways. She went to school, she did her homework, and 
she had a puppy, just fourteen weeks old. However, she wasn’t what you would call normal.  

It wasn’t that she got top grades, or that she lived at the top of her apartment building in the 
heart of NYC, or even that she persuaded her landlord to allow her to keep a puppy in the building. 
It was that she had a special ability. She always thought that she just liked biology, climbing trees, 
and animals in general, but boy was she wrong.  

Everything changed as soon as she turned twelve.  
Ring, ring! As she reached out to silence her phone, she noticed something curious. Her skin 

was covered in fur, and where her hands were supposed to be, there appeared to be -- she blinked 
hard once -- paws, claws, and four legs. 

Aah! I’m an animal! she thought in a panic, leaping out of bed. 
She stood in front of the mirror in her en suite bathroom and goggled at her reflection with 

her bright yellow eyes. I’m some kind of cat - a cougar by the looks of it, she realized. How can this 
be! She began to pace around her room. She popped back to human form the instant she thought, 
O. M. G! I can’t go to school like this! It’s cool and all, but I’m a human! Not an animal! An idea slipped 
into her mind. If I can just control what I am or what I want to be, it might work! Here goes nothing. 

I want to be a wolf! There was a small pop, and she morphed into a wolf. She had a long silky 
tail and four huge paws, she could feel the pointy teeth in her mouth, waiting to rip something apart; 
she really was a wolf. This is awesome! I think I’ll call Katie over! 

Her mom burst into her room a nanosecond after Tessa had returned to her human form. 
“You’re going to be late for school!” she exclaimed. 

Well, I guess I’ll show Katie after school, thought Tessa, slightly glumly. 
“Love you, mom. By the way, I’m going to the woods in Central Park after school, for, uh, the 

biology club,” Tessa lied.  
“Is anyone going with you? It can be dangerous out there sometimes,” cautioned her mother 

worriedly.  
“I’ll be fine. I want to bring Katie, but I haven’t asked her yet,” replied Tessa.  
“Oh gosh, the bus just left! Do you want me to drive you to school?” Her mother looked out 

the window at the school bus rounding the corner.  
“No, I’ve got it. I’ll walk. It’s about five minutes from here,” lied Tessa. Her mother studied her 

skeptically, then reluctantly agreed.  
“Be careful, sweetheart. They don’t call it the Big Apple for nothing,” she warned. 
“I’m going to be late to school if I don’t leave now,” she called as she sped out the door. 
In truth, she just wanted to test out her new ability. I want to be a cheetah, she spoke clearly 

in her mind. She transformed with the usual quiet pop. I have to run quickly before someone reports 
a breakout from the Central Park Zoo when the zookeepers didn’t notice it first. 

Tessa started racing down the street at top speed. She could definitely get used to running at 
70 miles an hour. It was a surely strange sight for pedestrians, to say the least. A cheetah wearing an 
overstuffed backpack, streaking across the pavement. 

Tessa made it to school with two minutes to spare before the homeroom bell rang. With a 
small pop she transformed back into her normal human form, not leaving a trace of what she was 
just seconds beforehand. In fourth period science, the first class she had with Katie, she scribbled a 
note on the edge of her notebook, ripped it off, and skillfully slipped it to her friend. It had taken 
years to perfect her inconspicuous note-pass. Katie scanned it and nodded.  

 

Catch Part II in the next issue! 
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1. Boo-berry! (blueberry)  
2. Raisin-Brain! (Raisin Bran) 
3. Leaf me alone! (Leave me alone!)    
4. Spelling!        
5. Sep-timber! (September)     
6. Pi! (Pumpkin Pie)      
7. Because he had a terrible summer!     
8. A pumpkin patch!    
 
http://clipartix.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Spelling-bee-clipart-black-and-white-free-2.png 

 

Funny Fall Jokes 
By: Humna Sultan 

Leaves falling to the ground, the chilliness outside- it’s finally Fall! Laughter is all 
about, and we have some hilarious Autumn and Halloween-themed jokes for you, so grab a 
slice of luxurious apple pie, and be prepared to laugh your fuzzy socks off!  (Answers to 
the jokes are at the bottom of the page!) 

1.  What is a ghost’s favorite fruit?  

2.  What does a zombie eat for breakfast?  

3.  What does the tree say to the wind?  

4.  What is a witch’s favorite subject in school? 

5.  What is a tree’s least favorite month?  

6.  What is a pumpkin’s most hated number? 

7.  Why did Humpty-Dumpty have a great fall?  

8.  What do farmers use when they get injured? 
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Student Council 
Student activities here at Brooklawn are a big part of our 

BMS Passion. Getting involved in these activities will help us 
make Brooklawn a big, fun family. 8th graders, get ready for 
Medieval Times. One of our most looked forward to events, 
B.I.G Night, is coming up too. Sign up now because we only 
have a limited number of spots so register quickly before slots 
become full. So, get involved and ask me any questions you 
have about all the amazing Student Activities going on at our 
school. Thank you!  

-Isabella Blanco 
Publicity Chairperson 

 

David Tourso  

A gamer’s review  

This game is a masterpiece, from great graphics to amazing kill 
streaks. It is a first-person shooter, and in my opinion, more than that at 
best. One reason is that this game allows you to choose from a roster of 
characters even ninjas, robots and a hacker. But besides those are some 
favorites like Winston. He is an extremely smart gorilla, who gets upset 
when someone breaks his glasses. But when you get him mad, he gets his 
ultimate. An ultimate, or ult, is a special move you get when your ultimate 
meter is full. An “ ult” is a very special thing, but some can be harder to use 
than others, like Mcree. He is an offense hero with his trusty six shooter. 
His ult is deadeye, he aims his six-shooter and takes a second to aim and 
anyone in his line of site will get shot. The downside to this is that you're 
extremely vulnerable to an attack. But enough with the heroes. In 
Overwatch you control one of several heroes’ we talked about earlier, in a 
competitive six-person team shooting matches. In these battles are two 
different types of matches; battling over objectives and taking down the 
other team. If all goes well, you’ll be victorious!  
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The Valentine 

By Alli Squillace 

One night not a long time ago in a town not so far away, two girls were having 
a sleepover.  

“Girls, I have to run to a town council meeting. I’m going to go grocery 
shopping after that. I’ll be home in about three hours. I can bring you if you like, 
especially because it's Friday the 13th,” Kira’s mom called.  

“Mo-om! Why do you always have to be so lame in front of my friends? I'm 
thirteen! I can be home alone with my best friend,” Kira replied. 

“If you say so! No Friday the 13th movies without me though. You’re still too 
young to watch those alone,” warned her mom. 

After she was clear out of earshot and long-gone Kira's best friend, Suzana, said 
exactly what she thought. “You do know that she didn't say no to all horror movies. 
How about ‘Lights Out?’ I think that fits the description of not Friday the 13th!” 
 “Agreed,” Kira said with a smile forming across her face. 

After the movie at about 8:00pm, a figure in dark colors appeared at the door. 
The girls looked out the window then were terrified. The horror movie was so scary, 
they were already on edge, but after that they lost it and went to Kira’s room while 
screaming at the top of their lungs. After they had reached her room on the third 
floor of the house, Suzana and Kira jumped under the covers. They stayed under the 
covers for almost two hours, then emerged from under the sheets. At that same 
moment, Kira’s mom walked in. 
 “Girls, I’m home,” she called as she lugged her grocery bags in, “By the way, 
Jason is at the door.” 
 The girls giggled. He had been Kira’s crush since 4th grade. He was standing in 
the doorway with a sheepish grin on his face. His cheeks were pink from the cold. 
 “Thanks for answering the door,” he said casually. His cheeks were pink from the 
cold and his lips were almost blue. He was holding what appeared to be a red heart 
shaped package with an elaborate bow on top. Then he asked as he got down on 
one knee, “Kira, will you be my Valentine and go to the dance with me?” 
 Kira then replied with a smile, “Yes!” 
 “Then waiting in the cold for two hours has been totally worth it. Here’s your 
Valentine,” he said as he handed her the box. “I got it at the candy shop. I think the 
guy thought I was too young to date and he was resistant to sell it to me, but I 
persisted. Time for chocolate! Let’s dig in,” he added. 
 As Jason untied the bow and opened the box, they heard screams 
intermingling like an eerie song played on an out-of-tune piano. It seemed to be 
coming from inside the box. The chocolates were in the shape of terrified faces and 
they were screaming at the top of their lungs. Then, it all went quiet. Kira, her mom, 
Suzana, and Jason had vanished. The box lay open on the floor with four more faces 
in the chocolates, all frozen in their utterly terrified expressions. 
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What do you think the cat (or pie) is thinking?    
Send all of your caption ideas to snzygmunt23@pthsd.net 

and everybody will vote on their favorite! The winner of 
the poll will be featured in the next issue of the 
newspaper! 

 
 

 

Image Address: https://gourmandelle.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Upside-
Down-Vegetarian-Apple-and-Cinnamon-Pie-Mishkin-Cat.jpg 

 


